RNTONIA EBERWEIN

STATUETTE OF OSIRIS

Egypt (Oasis of Siwa)

Late Dynastic Period, eariy XXVI Dynasty, reign of Amasis, 568-526 BC
Bronze

Height 23.4 cm

Osiris wears the White Crown OFUpper Egypt féaturing an ostrich feather on each side and a frontal me:mdering
uracus. He is represented mummiform, his body tightly wrapped in a garment from which his protruding hands rest
next to each other on his chest. Osiris holds his symboiic Nekhakha and Heka sceptres (crook and flail), each with
recessed grooves which once held in]ays of stone, ginss paste or precious metal. His facial features are fine with ]arge
almond shaped eyes and arched eyebrows recessed for inlays that are now missing. The base is engraved with a
hieroglyphic inscription: “The semenekh-udjat, the second prophet Djedkhonsuiuefankh, son of the second prophet
Padjaset’.

Osiris was a compiex deity Worshipped as a god of Fertiiity. He was also the judge and lord of the dead and the
underworld; the ‘Lord of Silence’ and Khenti-Amentiu meaning ‘Formost of the Westeners’. Any pharaoh, who in
life was the embodiment of Horus, became Osiris in death, a transformation later extended to all Egyptians which
bestowed the opportunity for an independem existence in the next world. This deve]opment ensured Osiris a
timeless and unbounded popularity which is reflected in the numerous votive images of the god in avariety of stones
and metals.

Provenance

Former private collection France, acquired prior to 1972

Literature

G. Roeder: Agyptische Bronzefiguren, Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, Berlin 1956

S. Schoske & D. Wildung: Gott und Géerer im Alten Agypten, Philipp von Zabern, Mainz 1992
E. Feucht: Vom Nil zum Neckar, Springer Verlag Berlin Heidelberg, 1986

H. Ranke: Die Agyptischen Personennamen, Gliickstadt 1935, Band I 412-4

Galerie Eberwein, 22, Rue Jacob  F- 75006 PARIS  Port.: +33 672904070
WWW.egypt-art.com - antoniu.eberwein@egypt—art.com

Member IADAA, SNA, SFEP



